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sold for US $21.26 with aÂ .This invention relates to methods and apparatus for metering articles

which are in a compacted form. It is common practice to pack articles of various kinds into
containers, such as cardboard boxes or flexible bags. Because of manufacturing tolerances and the
complex and variable operations that occur during the packing, it is quite possible to pack several
different articles, e.g., different varieties of coffee or different sizes of eyeglasses, into the same

container. Although it is common practice to pack containers full of the same article, it is frequently
desirable to fill the containers to a desired level instead of packing them full. For example, when

packing eyeglasses, it may be desirable to pack the container to a level slightly below that which is
necessary to secure the glasses during shipment. Many different devices are used for metering
articles. For example, as illustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 3,749,895, a rotatable drum is used to meter

articles that are attached to a pallet. As the drum rotates, the articles are pushed and dropped into a
container on a platform as the drum rotates. The drum may be stopped at a desired level or the
platform may be adjusted to fit into the container to a desired level. A device such as the one

described in the '895 patent is not suitable for metering articles that are contained in a stack such as
cardboard boxes. Moreover, this device is not suitable for metering articles contained in a container
that is full or nearly full, as it is difficult to insert the drum into the container. While it is common to

stack articles and to fill containers to a desired level, it is not common to use both techniques
simultaneously. For example, it is common practice to stack boxes and to place them in a container

that is nearly full. If the stack of boxes is moved to a device which meters the articles, it will be
difficult to insert the device. Moreover, if the stack of boxes is not severely disturbed, the height of

the stack is altered, which may interfere with the process of stacking the boxes. There is a need for a
method and apparatus for metering articles. There is a particular
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