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Number 295Osteomyelitis: a microbiological and surgical perspective. Osteomyelitis, a pathological
bone infection, is a debilitating disease and a major source of morbidity in bone. It results from bone

microorganisms, invading from contiguous sites with disease, i.e. infections, in the soft tissues
and/or subacute hematogenous seeding. Among the chronic and stubborn forms of osteomyelitis,

those caused by methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) are a major cause of morbidity.
Despite the number of published articles on osteomyelitis, this review emphasises some less

appreciated aspects of osteomyelitis, in particular the remarkable success in eradicating MRSA via
marrow transplantation. Based on the pattern of clinical manifestations, osteomyelitis may be

classified as 'wound-related', 'focal infection-related', 'non-union-related', 'abdominal','sinus-related',
'occult', 'infection-related' and 'paraphysitis'. Although most infections manifest localised infection,
only certain localities are considered foci for osteomyelitis. The subsequent spread depends on the
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