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world-first project to build Australia’s largest solar thermal power plant in South Australia MEDIA
RELEASE Federal Government will address in-principle support for world-first project to build
Australia’s largest solar thermal power plant in South Australia Sydney, May 15, 2016 – The Federal
Government has committed to providing in-principle support for a 1000 megawatt (MW) solar
thermal power plant in South Australia and a further 1000MW of solar PV to be built in South
Australia and Victoria, in the first phase of the South Australian government’s $100 billion
renewable energy plan. The announcement was made today by federal Environment and Energy
Minister Josh Frydenberg and South Australian Energy Minister Dan van Holst Pellekaan. “With four
major solar thermal power plants to be built in South Australia alone, there is a real chance to
ensure that Australian solar power generation will continue to grow and continue to play a major
role in clean energy generation and the industry’s export potential in other countries,” Mr
Frydenberg said. “The total capacity of the world’s largest solar thermal power plant, to be built by
SolarReserve at Port Augusta, is estimated to be around 2000MW of capacity.” “As the world
continues to adopt solar power in huge numbers, the South Australian solar market is predicted to
be the third-largest in the world over the next few decades, after China and the USA, and could
contribute around 5 per cent of Australian clean energy generation by 2030,” Mr van Holst
Pellekaan said. “The World Bank has forecast that solar power will be the fastest growing source of
electricity in the world, with the export potential of solar increasing to over $200 billion a year by
2030.” “The Federal Government has committed to providing in-principle support for the world’s
largest solar thermal power plant in South Australia and a further 1000MW of solar PV, which is set
to be built in South Australia and Victoria in the first phase of South Australian government’s $100
billion renewable energy plan. “This is another major win for South Australia. South Australia has
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